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ORDER OF SERVICE

OPENING HYMN We All Believe in One True God | CW 270

Please stand.
OPENING DIALOGUE
M:  In the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.
C:  Amen.
M:  Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our 

sins, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.
C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. But I have also 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed. For faithless worrying 
and selfish pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil I have 
done and the good I have failed to do, you should cast me away from 
your presence forever. At times, I doubt that you are who you say you 
are. I hesitate to confess your name publicly. I live in fear instead of in 
confidence of what you have told me. O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. 
Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.

Silence for reflection and self-examination

M: If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our 
sins and purify us from all unrighteousness (1 John 1:9). Upon this, your 
confession, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the Son + and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Thanks be to God. Amen.

PRAYER
M: Let us pray—Lord God, you have brought us safely to this hour of 

evening prayer. We thank you for providing all that we need for body 
and life. Bless us who have gathered in your name. Forgive our sins. 
Speak to our hearts. Dispel our sorrows with the comfort of your Word, 
and receive our hymns of thanks and praise, through Jesus Christ, our 
living Savior, who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.

C: Amen.
Be seated
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SCRIPTURE READING 2 Timothy 1:3-14
3 I thank God, whom I serve with a clean conscience as my ancestors 

did, as I constantly remember you in my prayers night and day. 4 When I 
remember your tears, I long to see you, so that I may be filled with joy. 5 I 
remember your sincere faith, which first lived in your grandmother Lois and 
your mother Eunice, and I am convinced that it also lives in you.

6 For this reason I am reminding you to fan into flame the gift of God, 
which is in you through the laying on of my hands. 7 For God did not give us 
a timid spirit, but a spirit of power and love and sound judgment. 8 So do 
not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner. 
Instead, join with me in suffering for the gospel while relying on the power 
of God. 9 He saved us and called us with a holy calling, not because of our 
works, but because of his own purpose and grace. This grace was given to 
us in Christ Jesus before time began, 10 and it has now been revealed 
through the appearance of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death 
and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 11 For this 
gospel I was appointed a herald, apostle, and teacher of the Gentiles, 12 and 
that is why I am suffering these things. But I am not ashamed, because I 
know the one in whom I have believed, and I am convinced that he is able 
to guard what I have entrusted to him until that day.

13 Hold fast to the pattern of sound words that you heard from me, 
with faith and love in Christ Jesus. 14 Through the Holy Spirit, who lives in 
us, guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you.  (EHV)

PSALM 90 Read responsively from the hymnal.

All: In ev’ry age, O Lord, you have been our refuge. 

M: Lord, you have been our dwelling place
Throughout all generations.

C: Before the mountains were born 
or you brought forth the earth and the world,
from everlasting to everlasting you are God.

M: For a thousand years in your sight are like a day 
that has just gone by, or like a watch in the night.

All: In ev’ry age, O Lord, you have been our refuge.

M: You have set our iniquities before you.
Our secret sins in the light of your presence.

C: Your turn mortals back to dust.
You sweep them away in the sleep of death.
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M: The length of our days is seventy years—
or eighty, if we have the strength;
yet their span is but trouble and sorrow.

C: Teach us to number our days aright,
That we may gain a heart of wisdom.

All: In ev’ry age, O Lord, you have been our refuge.

M: Satisfy us in the morning with your unfailing love,
That we may sing for joy and be glad all our days.

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son
And to the Holy Spirit,
As it was in the beginning,
Is now, and will be forever. Amen.

All: In ev’ry age, O Lord, you have been our refuge. 

SCRIPTURE READING John 14:23-31a
23 Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will hold on to my word. 

My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with 
him. 24 The one who does not love me does not hold on to my words. The 
word that you are hearing is not mine, but it is from the Father who sent me.

25 “I have told you these things while staying with you. 26 But the 
Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will 
teach you all things and remind you of everything I told you.

27 “Peace I leave with you. My peace I give to you. Not as the world 
gives do I give to you. Do not let your heart be troubled, and do not let it be 
afraid. 28 You heard me tell you, ‘I am going away and I am coming to you.’ 
If you loved me, you would be glad that I am going to the Father, because 
the Father is greater than I.

29 “I have told you now before it happens so that, when it does happen, 
you may believe. 30 I will not speak with you much longer, because the ruler 
of this world is coming. He has no power over me. 31 But I want the world to 
know that I love the Father and that I am doing exactly what the Father has 
instructed me.” (EHV)

SEASONAL RESPONSE
M: All we like sheep have gone astray, and the Lord has laid on him the 

iniquity of us all. 
C: By his wounds we are healed.
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HYMN O Trinity, Most Blessed Light| CW 591

SERMON  

CATECHISM READING 
M: THE FIRST ARTICLE (Creation) 
C: I believe in god the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
M: What does this mean?
C: I believe that God has made me and every creature and that He gave 

me my body and soul, eyes, ears and all my members, my mind and 
all my abilities. And I believe that God still preserves me by richly and 
daily providing clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, 
wife and children, land, cattle and all I own, and all that I need to 
keep my body and life, and by defending me against all danger and 
guarding and protecting me from all evil. All this God does only 
because I have earned or deserved it.  For all this I ought to thank and 
praise, to serve and obey Him. This is most certainly true.

M: THE SECOND ARTICLE (Redemption)
C: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our lord; who was conceived by 

the holy ghost; born of the virgin Mary; suffered under Pontius Pilate; 
was crucified dead and buried; he descended into hell; the third day 
he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and is sitting 
at the right hand of god the father almighty; from there he shall come 
to judge the living and the dead.

M: What does this mean?
C: I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from 

eternity, and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord. He 
has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, purchased and 
won me from all sins, from death and from the power of the devil, 
not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His 
innocent suffering and death. All this He did that I should be His own, 
and live under Him in His kingdom, and serve Him in everlasting 
righteousness, innocence and blessedness, just as He has risen from 
death and lives and rules eternally. This is most certainly true.

M: THE THIRD ARTICLE (Sanctification)
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian church, the communion 

of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and 
the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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M: What does this mean?
C: I believe that I cannot by my own thinking or choosing believe in 

Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him. But the Holy Ghost has called 
me by the gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept 
me in the true faith.  In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, 
and sanctifies the whole Christian Church on earth, and keeps it with 
Jesus Christ in the one true faith. In this Christian Church He daily and 
fully forgives all sins to me and all believers. On the last day He will 
raise me and all the dead; and He will give eternal life to me and all 
believers in Christ. This is most certainly true.

OFFERING
Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of 
thanks to him. Guests, please don’t feel obligated to take part in the offering.  
We’re just happy you are with us to hear and take to heart the message of Jesus. 

Please stand.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 
bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

LUTHER’S EVENING PRAYER
C: I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, 

that you have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and 
graciously keep me this night. Into your hands I commend my body 
and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that the 
wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.

BLESSING
M: The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, † and the Holy 

Spirit, bless us and keep us.
C: Amen.
Be seated.
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HYMN Lamb of God | CW 748
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